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Measurement of Silent Reading," "Individual Difficulties in Silent Reading 
in the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grades," "The Development of Speed in 
Silent Reading," "Motivated Drill Work in Third-Grade Silent Reading," 
and "The Effect of a Single Reading." 



The helpful librarian. — Book lists of significant arrangement and sugges- 
tive annotations are among the most valuable of the ways in which librarians 
are making the riches in their keeping more available for readers. One such 
list 1 of books of travel makes a clear attempt to correct some of the deficiencies 
of lists as commonly prepared, the author's specific aim being explained by 
the following statement from the Preface: "The usual geographical arrange- 
ment has given no clue to the wealth of subject-matter in books of travel, 
and people have often failed to find among them .... adventure, art, 
rural life, analysis of national character — because there has been no grouping 
of travel literature by these essential interests." The works included in the 
list presented are classified under fifty-six such headings. The entire list is 
also indexed both geographically and by authors. The announcement is 
made that similar classifications of biography and essays are in preparation. 



Arithmetic with a purpose. — Not unnaturally, modification of the tradi- 
tional subjects to meet the demands of a redirected education seems to go on 
most rapidly in those schools expressly intended for vocational training. A 
textbook 2 based on the course in arithmetic as organized in one such insti- 
tution is planned to meet, in trade-school instruction, the needs of "an eighth- 
grade graduate familiar with the fundamentals of arithmetic but unable to 
adapt the principles to business problems." The slender volume and limited 
list of topics are a commentary in themselves on the padding in the tradi- 
tional arithmetic course. Unconventional, but valuable, are the topics of 
time slips, "home-makers' problems," family accounts, buying a home on 
the payment plan, etc. 

A second volume^ has for its purpose the development of that type of 
accuracy and facility demanded by commercial activities. Assuming that a 
general understanding of mathematical principles has been acquired, the 
author organizes the material of the book with a view to giving the pupil 
much practice in the fundamental operations along with the experience of 
dealing with the widest possible range of problem situations common to com- 
mercial transactions. Part I of the book consists of an extensive collection 
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